Alone and Friendless, He Landed in
" New York Only Nine Years Ago and
Was Glad to Get a Job as Bus Driver.
Then Women Yielded to His Lure
and Placed His Feet on Ladder to

Fame

| «PERFECT LOVER OF SCREEN
}  ASNOT SO PERFECT A LOVER
' INREAL LIFE, WIFE DECL ARES

Little Jean Acker, on Witness Stand,
Revealed Pitiful Tale of Selfishness
and Cruelty, and Told How He
Struck Her and Knocked Her Down|
Right After Their

E short years ago, when an Italian immigrant named Rodolfo.
Guglielmi landed in New York, almost penniless, alone, friendlessl
and without a definite idea of what to do, he might have murdered his
wife—if he had one—and not have attracted more than a passing com-

ment in the strictly local newspapers,

Today this same Italian, merely by divorcing one woman and going '
through a marriage ceremony’ with another, has a whole continent stirred
to its depths and shakes to its very foundation an industry involving
more millions of dollars than he could have dreamed of in hundreds

in 1913.

Rodolfo Guglielmi is known now as Rodolph Valentino, “the perfect

lover of the screen.”

And in those nine years he has been helped owward and upward
through the potent sway that some undefinable influence he possesses
has over women—not merely the ordinary, harebrained movie flapper,,
but the most beautiful and talented women of the stage and screen.

What other man ean bonst of having | had met Jean Acker, beautiful and|
uceessful sereen actress. |
It all began at a dinner party, and it |
ended wo soon thereafter that Cupll
never munaged to catch up with them,

Miss Acker was invited to a dinner
November 4, 1010, Rudolph was also
a guest, lle was attracted not only by
the beauty of the 1Utle uctress, but by

| something decper, 'I{\r-forn the party

was over he hnd prég

who remember him ns the nrdent Jullo
of ““The Four Horsemen'' will huve to

June Mathis, noted scenarist, who, 8dmit that he has-all the technique of |
the successful lover. Jean accepted. |

an They were martied, it 1s said, that
* Mextrn' that she secured for him the | Night in the home of Joe Engle, then
principal role in her gregt mereen pro- | munager of the Metro Studio, at which

both were working,

But Cu[{
long on the job. The marriage laxteil |
one night, The following dny, accord- |
ing to Valentino, his wife leff him, and
with the exception of a single day about |
{ 0 manth later, she did not live wifh!

pwaved such a list as this:

.|
- Bonnie Glass, once famous beauty |

and daneer, favorite of Broadway's mil-
Honnire sporting cllque, who could have |
rhosen nmong the wealthiest and chose,
fnstead—the unknown and friendless
Italian hay.

Joan Sawyer, famous as one of” the
most perfect beautles of the stage.

Jean Acker, charning - stage and
pereen nctress, who beeame his wife
for n trugically short period.

was so struck by his charm In a part
little more important than that o

duction of “*The Four Horsemen of the |
Apoea'spee,” and so made him {amous
almost overnight.

Natacha Rambova, formerly n stage
dancor nnd recently art designer for
Mme. Nozimova's sereen productions,
who became his bride in the Mexican
marringe which now threatens to in- |
volve bim in n bigamy prosecution.

Guglielmi Glad of
Bus Driver's Job

Rodel o Guglielimi was the son of
parents in most ordinary eircuomstanve:
anil was born twenty-seven years ngo

fn n little Itallan town called Castel-

lenata. They were just about able to

glve litn an eduention In one of  the |

provincial military amd  agricultural
eolleges and, with thoughts of a cnreer
a8 farmer, or, perhaps, landscane gar-
dener in the golden lund of Amerien,
Be left his home and came to this coun-

In Jlew York. Ie knew no one, e
had little or no money. Ile had. no
joh in wight.

His first monihs here were vastly
diferent from the luxury in which he
s nble 1o lve today. He took any odd
Jobs lie could fiml.  He was even n bus

rivere for a while.

But Guglielmt had one talent to per-
fection, though he hiad never even con-
olderwl it ns n means of llvelihood,

That talent was dancing.

And  finally, by  sheer luck, his
dancing wans seen by some lesser lights
of the variety stnge and they plunted
in hime the fdea of turning to account
his nimble feet, his graceful agilit- and
Is cliarm,

At fiest it wns n desultory sort of
business,  Then, with the caburet
uror. he got o char- + and this ehnnee

rought him within the vision of Bon-
nle Gliss, queen of the enbare :

Bounie fell completely u vietlm to |
Is fuxcination,  She tovk him up and |

tralned  him, she introduced him to
“‘ml'"' who had influence and ghe mode
U her daneing partner and landed
Im nmong the favorites of the night
lfe (0 Now York,

-'\_llill then came Joan Snwyer, and
UEHeTi went further up in the seale
of" the profession amd managed to get

Quite yewunerative jobs on the stage.

H'omqn ot Him
ob in the Movies

e af these jobs was with o msl-
eal revoos Tt disbanded 0 California,

Giglivhnt was out of work amd had no

more oney than he neoded,
Bt women thought him good look-

g nnil ane of them took hine o the !
movie stinlios and introduced him to

CAsting directors.  He was  plioto-
REaplie he econll wear goml elothes

ond Lix duneing was perfection, S
W Wis b demmnd ns an “extran’’ mul-r

War shon given xmall parts,

b e of these was with Claen Kim- |
8l Yonng i *'Hyes of Youth.'' It
WASN'C el of a o poet, It was s

:‘;"“”- e fuet, that Wis wame 1s not
en fouind in the east of eharactors,

Bur Jyne Muthis, one of the most
Promivent  amd  influential  seenario
W private view of the film
wtoonee steuck with the fural

Writepy,

Al wys

"I“".'":'E of the handswme Ttalinn,
Vo is 1t hoy " she aslonl,

And thiey gold her bis naie Was
e hud  taken his  ndilidle

Valeniin,
A Ly hat e, beenose SGueliol-

" A *
"™y ot goud  for  professionn

Iurposex,

Tean Acker Tells
Story of Tragedy
Miss M
}lur tevmg
‘:‘-r I proved by the fuer that when,
e time later, she and Director Rex
n“"'".'l'l were custing “The Four Horse-
10, whe fought hurd and  success-

ully to have thiv unknown boy given

& chance to play the principal yole,

eanwhile, Hodolph-——he has lately
his name to that spelling—

Marriage |

Miss Acker agrees with her hunbnnd.
on these points, but she affirms that |
it was he who left her, the date of the
| lesertion  belng  December 5. 1019,
Thenceforth  communleation  between

through the medium of letters, tele- |
grams and teleplione, Many of these
letters and telegenms were made publie
| In the course of the hearings in Holly-
;t;nmll before Judge Toland in Supreme T
~ourt.

L . (ding, 1le told of plending with his
These letters and telegrams, together wife to return to him, after they had

. I M
with testimony taken In court, form quarreled the morning following thelr

the basis of n story with a moral, the
. Ilfttr;r)' 'nf 0 marriage based llpl‘ml in- wedding.
Hio speke no Euglish when he landed | for'a moment oot ther b OFHABUY  Valentino Knocked
Their marriage, Miss A(-hn: testified, His Wife Down
| took place sa near midnight that she
coitld not remember whether it should by Miss Acker wus that deanling with
datedl November 4 op 5, A her allegation that
quarrel took place on the following struck her and knocked her down.
morning, Mr and Mrx, Maxwell Kar-
r told of tnlking with Miss Acker six
iours itfter the weddin

"Bhe came to me, .“lllfr

his office and to

rate maintenanee, while her handsome
| hushand countored with n eross-com- ' him.
plaint usking for a divoree, I

Miss Acker testified that she did not

wsed, nnd those

id was tired, He didn't stay l

two kfems to have taken place

t that they separate, time any one hnd struck me, [
The auarrel nas described hy Miss cried,
| Acker lastod until January, 1020, “IHe relontad,

JOAN SAWYER

The most steiking 1estimony offered

T was taking a bath." she sald.
‘“He eame Into my apariment and
khe wag sorry  Atarted hammering on the bathroom
they were marrled,” testified Mrs, Kar-  G0or, threatening to break it down

Rer.  “Misx Acker threw herself on o | unless I opened it.
| bed and wept. She tol) me she thought | @0or. we argued; he hit me with

she had made n mistake.'" his fist and knocked me down.
Karger testificd that a few weeks “After he knocked me down he
nfter the wedding Miss Acker came to| Seemed sorry. My face was swel-
Hl him she thought it | Vmg from the blow. It was the first

\ begeed  for forglve-
Miss Acker Inter nsked fop a sepa- ness, and T odreesssd and went down to

| the lobby of the apartment house with

YAnd then he told me he didn't want o 2
to be married to me any longer anid in- ] AJUNE MATHIS
find marringe an idenl existence and ' timated that he'd like to have me frame
that the ldenl lover of the sereen loft

novel of

her hushbwd  had

Jean Atker, wife No, 1, who

Rodolph Valentino as
Gallardo, the Spanish
toreador In
and Sand,’”’ a picturi-
gatlon of the lbanexz

name. This

latest part portrayed

by the matinee screen
idol

viand your eonduet townrd e, and [ portunity
crtnol reeelve oy satisfactory  exs eternnl devoni
plunation through telephoning o see-
ing som,

“Sinee | oennnot faree quy  presence
upon zyoti, either at the hote] or o at i"”".'.'"""']
firaee's (Graee Darmowd, wheve son ;
<pent most of your thme, 1 gnes< 1 CTadolph Faovling 2
hetter give It up, T am alwayrs readdy
to furnish you a home and ull the cowm-

So I opened the

up some divoree evidence, 1 pefused, | ¢ although we'd been In different sec-
her nof long nfter she became his wife. | T was i1l at the time, e sald he'd al-  tons of the eountry.”™ 1
Not only that, but when she axked ! ways-bhe my dear friend, but bhe didn't On the morning of the day follows
Mm why lie no longer eared to live | want to be my husband,
with her he replied she told the Judge:

funds,"" she restified,  “ITe said

a fine opportunity now. I don't | '* ‘1 have a future,’ he sald, ‘and |E:::f",t o il but he wouldnt glve
want a wife. I want to he free.'' 1 don’t wm,“’ any womuan hampering | And S0 on Januaey 18 last she filil
Vilentino, on the other hand, denied | MY cAreer. [Cuft for sopmmie maintenanee,

thnt he desected his wife, e says that | “That was on Junuary 10, 1020, r*d | After the marveiage, necording to Ler

he deserted lim the day after the wed- | just returned from loeatlon, and so had ! testimony, they went 1o et apartment

His Love “Noblest,” |
But May Have Erred,
Says Valentino

Valentine deelares that he and his
present beide will now wanit for the

lognl  yeny

will meanwhile adhere strietly to the
letter of the jaw.

It ois needless 1o s
“thinr this sene's delny

any o wanl

THIFSE, pogret
have done nnything that would lower
wie In the estintion of the Ameri-
Been =0 kind
tov g uned limve aecepted me at every
nien fop more than 1 eoneeive to be
wiio linve geas
o laver of the

cfy peojde

vy renl worth,

clonsly eallod

Keree.,

“1 will

mumade me do what 1 have done was
prompied by the noblest Intentlons
that a man
deeply, but in loving 1 may have

preed st

i
tells such a pitiful story of her love trageds

sl o

night Stie still has o bad enld
ll'\k

] ’ rone
stn

nnd cheverful tonight,
Tl "
Hiir
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Tte *
wll, biregt s
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“In time
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make n
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W ie
fren

|
the pletum

Lierr 1 hioane

towinl nade
walth broke
there 1¢ no teath in these stories about
Y partivipating in
ST my hasband only hiew the pain

I am undergoing, perhaps he wouldn't

say 1 I_n'ql-

wint, his money, n-
dooswish 1 had i< Leulth and strength.

YT used
tls s A
tiuken In
wlnther oy

tiom Perlinps

ty play in

Xuiong the

veker

Tl deserted me,
ing when I married him,
soon as he ‘arrived’ he lost inter-
est in me. e bas been digging into
my life history for other love af.

falrs."’
Nulenrtime we
POWIS Tt
AP
N el
At L
e Nglit
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Valentine and *‘Natacha ll.m‘r

the wedding ceremony
cali, Mexico

Ing. the pretty aetress sadd, she asked
“In the heat of anger T told him 1| her lusband for money,

: B was golng to Reno to 2ot g divorce, ST owas not well and was  out
"My success means more to me [ Hle mald that suited him fine,

than anything In the world. T have

athis il pot meet him, DBut
wlous himpression he made on

Valentino Tells About
- Himself and Women

“I have a future. I don't want any woman
hampering my career.”—Jean Acker testi-
fied Valentino satd this to her.

“Ninety per cent of marrviages are pro-
posed when the man is lonely—or intoxi-
cated, The only way to escape loneliness is
by marrying.”—From an intervicw awith
Herbert Howe,

“In America demoeracy has been carried
even into the home. There is no such thing
as equality. The woman is not the cqual of
the man, intellectually or any other way,' —
From the same interview,

“My success means more to me than any-
thing in the world. I have a fine oppor-
tunity now. I don’t want a wife. I want to
be free)'—From Jean Acker's testimony.

Valentino’s Wife
| Tells of Valentino

“He is an enigma. Our paths have only
erosaed, like ships that pass in the night.”

“He was nothing when I married him and,
as soon as he ‘arrived, he lost interest in me.,
He has been digging into my life history for
other love affairs.”

“I apened the door, we argued; he hit me
with his fist and knoeked me down. It was
the first time any one had struck me. 1
eried,” £

Jean wrote to him later: “Your little Jean
s not so well tonight. Your roied did sound
awfully yood and cheerful. It made me so
lonesome for you. [ just burned my finger.
It hurts me. Dearcst boy of mine, I wish
you were in my arms this very minute. Oh,
[ need you so0.”

GRACE DARMOND
Wl Hved toget ey

sty twa \\u_.-iw
Letters and Telegrams
Tell Pitiful Tale

told b =i

ment and woved .

abont Ty

tolib of ploading with his wife 1o 5

mony he intvodoesd o Jetter, dated No-
1oL, whieh vend i purt:

am at a complete loms to undep-

.

Left—Valentino and Agnes Ayres

fort to the best of no ety it
ancl abllity, ns well ns all e lave gl
vare” of o busband for his Jdear Hitle
wife,

“Please, dear Jean, darling, come

ll'. Your senses and give we an op-

A

]

Leaving ‘'uesday afternonn
for vacution,

disappointed
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when  lactuprer,
Can't
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the company,

it was nhout
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tine filed hiv eonnter sult for divores,
The long delay

in eotirt ke Lelioved to he sham,
adiling that she frvguently went on wild
frrties

“Wan Nothing When
I Married Him"
she replied,
chgeges, choraeterizing them as dirty
amwl elaiming that hes
these statements
She gave an interview
at that thae, declaring
Il <y e, hut she didn't

ithrie==
Ve in love gmd working o, so hard
‘s ot wordler my

ik '
e L

wooword ol

anliln't finiah

gt wark,

‘wild parties,”

e chilrges, but 1

An Noray will be
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e was noth-
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Tanke ity man,
I'lone we at ten | warvied Edward de Wolte, brother
| Bixie do Wolfe,




